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Lititz Record ExpressThe

AN EDITION OF

The Record Express staff  
will be out of the office Jan. 1

Postal delays
The United States Post-

al Service is currently ex-
periencing a delay in the 
processing and delivery 
of all types of mail due to 
COVID staffing issues in 
the area.

We sincerely apologize 
for any delays experi-
enced by our loyal sub-
scribers. The USPS asks 
that you bear with them 
during this national emer-
gency as it does its best to 
move the mail.

Thank you for your pa-
tience at this time and, as 
always, for reading The 
Record Express each and 
every week.

By Laura Knowles
Dennis and Theresa Cross of 583 Crosswinds 

Drive are the champions of the first-ever “Light 
Up Lititz” Holiday House Decorating Contest.

“We couldn’t have been more surprised,” 
said Dennis Cross after he was notified of their 
victory. “We have been decorating our yard for 
Christmas, Halloween, St, Patrick’s Day, Eas-
ter, the Fourth of July…you name it. We almost 
didn’t even enter.”

In fact, the Crosses were the 23rd to enter the 

contest, out of 24 entries. It took a visit from 
sponsor and organizer Rich Motz to convince 
the couple to join the competition. Motz en-
couraged them to sign up, and so they did.

Of the 1,032 votes in the decorating contest, 
the Cross house snagged 257 votes, capturing 
more than a quarter of the total votes in the con-
test. The Grand Prize winners were presented 
with a “Winner” banner for their sign and a gift 
basket from Lititz Springs Park.

‘Bragging lights’
Cross family take grand prize in  

‘Light Up Lititz’ house decorating contest

By Laura Knowles
It all began with a wooly, fuzzy dragon in watercolor shades 

of turquoise and aquamarine with a bright red dragon tongue.
The dragon was the creation of Patti Cornelius, who created 

her whimsical beast using the technique of wool needle felting. 
That dragon turned out to be the title character in a book about 
“Archie’s Dragon,” as he battled the challenges of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic for today’s youngsters.

“I knew nothing about dragons, but I decided to give it a try,” 
said Cornelius, a Lititz writer, craftsperson, and artist who had 

Cornelius pens  
‘Archie’s Dragon’

Photo by Laura Knowles
Lititz author Patti Cornelius’ title character in “Archie’s Dragon” 
battles the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic for today’s 
youngsters.

Record/Review  
staffers win state 
journalism awards

Photo by Patrick Burns
The Lititz Record Express and Ephrata Review staff won four 
Keystone Press Awards for 2020 with (left to right) Melissa Hun-
nefield, Kirk Neidermyer, and Missi Mortimer taking home prizes. 
Hunnefield won a first-prize award in the Lifestyle/Entertainment 
Beat category for The Lititz Record Express. Neidermyer took two 
Keystones for his photographs. He earned a second-place award 
for the Lititz Record in the Sports Action Photo category and a 
second-place Sports Feature Photo award for The Ephrata Review. 
Missi Mortimer won a first-place award in the Sports Feature Pho-
to category for The Lititz Record Express. The 2020 awards come 
from a statewide journalism contest for work published in 2019. 
The Keystone Media Awards would typically be presented at an 
awards banquet but the ceremony, scheduled for May 15 in Har-
risburg, was canceled due to COVID-19 restrictions.

Photo supplied by Rich Motz
The Cross home at 583 Crosswinds Drive took the top prize in the inaugural “Light Up Lititz” Holiday 
House Decorating Contest.

By Laura Knowles
When firefighters arrived 

at a Warwick Township 
barn fire on Saturday, Dec. 
19, they quickly learned 
that a horse and a dog were 
still inside the fiery barn and 
stable.

As flames burst from the 
top floor of Amos King’s 
barn, the horse was rescued 
from the stable. But the dog 
was still inside, cowering in 
a corner of a small room. 
That’s when Ryan Balmer, 
five-year veteran of the 
Lititz Fire Company No. 1, 
set out to save the terrified 
dog.

“I had to break the win-
dow and coax him over to 
me,” said Balmer. “At first 
he tried to hide, he was so 
scared.”

The dog barked a few 

Courageous firefighter saves  
pooch from burning barn

By Laura Knowles
The newest opportunity in downtown Lititz 

living at the redeveloped Wilbur Chocolate 
Factory is about to be launched.

Despite the delays of the pandemic, there 
are now three housing projects well underway 
at the Wilbur Chocolate Factory redevelop-
ment site.

The first is the luxury residences at 48 on 

the Park, located to the west of The Wilbur 
Lititz, Tapestry Collection by Hilton, in the 
renovated Wilbur Chocolate Factory. Nearly 
all of the elegant units are already sold out.

Progress is rapidly progressing on the 
Apartments at Lititz Springs, which will over-
look Lititz Springs Park. As finishing touches 
are put on the new apartment complex that fea-

Wilbur redevelopment  
project moves forward

By Laura Knowles
For more than 50 years, the Putz at Lititz 

Moravian Church has celebrated the Christ-
mas season with its detailed diorama of the 
Birth of Christ.

People of all ages would file into the lower 

level of the Moravian Church, only to be en-
chanted by the beautiful scenes of angels on 
high, Wise Men following the Star of Bethle-
hem, and the Holy Family at the creche.

There was a schedule of shows during the 

Moravian ‘Putz’ Nativity  
tradition goes back to mid-1800s

Photo by Laura Knowles
Displaying a Nativity at Christmas began hundreds of years ago by members of the Moravian 
church.

Lucky dog!
Photos submitted by Duane Ober

Ryan Balmer, five-year veteran of the Lititz Fire Company No. 1, entered this burning barn Dec. 19 
to save a terrified dog.

The dog running from the burning King-family barn located at 929 
Erbs Quarry Road after being rescued.FIRE, continued on A4

NATIVITY, continued on A4

PROJECT, continued on A4

CORNELIUS, continued on A5

LIGHTS, continued on A4

Sketch submitted
The Apartments at Lititz Springs, which will overlook Lititz Springs Park, is sheduled to open Jan. 1, 
while developers of the Lofts of Lititz (pictured above) are “expected to break ground very soon.”
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SERVING LITITZ

Complete Interior And Exterior Renovation
88 S. Penryn Road, Manheim, PA

717-665-0470
contact@allrd.com

Over 20 years of personal and professional service.
A professional timely process hitting the mark every time.

www.allrd.com

PA 020660

Thank you for your
continued loyalty
and trust in Dr. Berg
Family Dentistry!

Dr. Berg is experienced, friendly,
caring — and here for YOU! New patients
always welcome! www.drberg.net
Call us TODAY! 717.627.3113

Relationships.Compassion. Excellence.

Richard M. Berg, DDS, PC | Family Dentistry
717.627.3113 | Warwick Center, Lititz | drberg.net

MEMBER AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION | FELLOW OF ACADEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY

79 EMain Street, Suite 105
Lititz, PA 17543

Office: 717-569-1700
Cell: 717-203-5260

homes@debrafield.com

UNLIMITED

Debbie Field
REALTOR®

Beginners through Intermediate
Social, Fun, Motivational & Healthful

Teacher LindaMoccia
717-898-7936 · linras@comcast.net

Group
Piano Lessons

Learn virtually in the comfort of your home

Owner - Mike Shelly
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Manheim, PA • 717-665-4500 PA004635

Since 1935

Painters you can trust.
Drywall repairs, exterior & interior painting, stripping wallpaper & more!

Founded in 1996.

Expert Painters / Family Owned / Free Estimates

717-569-3680 / www.FMPAINTING.com

HOFFMAN
COMPUTER ASSOCIATES

Since 1993
Timothy A. Hoffman

• Computer Diagnostics •Virus Removal
• Hard Drive Replacement • Software Installation

• Operating System Reload/Upgrades
• Hardware • Software Sales

www.hoffmancomputerassociates.com
Evening &Weekend Hours for Your Convenience

(717) 626-7777 • Cell (717) 615-0671 • Call for appointment

KEVIN H. LAMSON, President
klamson@bednarfinancial.com

620 E. Oregon Road • Lititz, PA 17543
Office: 717-435-8350 • cell: 717-575-1140 • fax: 717-435-8624

www.bednarfinancialgroup.com

KENNETH W. KILGORE, D.P.M
FOOT & ANKLE SPECIALIST

717-626-7666
IN THE WARWICK CENTER, LITITZ

www.lititzpodiatry.com

Bear Plumbing
Affordable Prices for all your services:
Repairs & Installations,
Water Softeners & Treatments,
Water Heaters and more

Visit bearplumbing.biz or
Call Us 717-588-2522
STOP PAYING CRAZY PRICES
38 YEARS PLUMBING KNOWLEDGE

PA#1544795

Ask about our

Programs“Custo
mer Loyalty”

James P. May III
ASE Certified Master Technician

Factory Trained Technician - Affordable Prices!
717.625.1906 - Shop 940 Furnace Hills Pike
maysservicecenter@gmail.com Lititz, Pa. 17543

Wouldn’t you love a fresh new start to the New Year?
How about a fresh coat of paint from F&M Painting?
Everyone agrees that 2020 was a rough year and they

are ready to move on! It’s time to look forward to 2021
and a fresh new start. One of the best ways to do that is
with a bright new outlook and fresh paint at your home
or office.
You can give your kitchen a new look with refreshing

hues against crisp white. Make your living room more
livable with a mix of warm grays. Create a media center
with nature-inspired earth tones. No one gives your
home the sparkle of a fresh coat of paint like F&M
Painting.
Brandon MacCartney, owner of F&M Painting, notes

that the impact of fresh, new paint can be impressive,
especially when it’s done with F&M Painting’s quality
workmanship and attention to detail. F&M Painting
can paint your entire home, just one or two rooms, or
do touch-up work in high-traffic rooms to make all
the fingerprints and marks on your walls disappear.
Suddenly your home looks cleaner and brighter.
Whether it’s your living room, bedrooms, dining

room, den, entertainment center, bathroom or any room
in the house, F&M Painting makes your home look its
very best for the new year. From homes and apartments
to offices and restaurants, F&M Painting is the name to
know for expert painting, inside and out.
You have probably seen F&M Painting’s work

everywhere you go in Lititz.The historic Lititz Moravian
Church and the Lititz Museum and Johannes Mueller
House have put their trust in F&M Painting for their
quality workmanship. The reproduction railroad station
Welcome Center at Lititz Springs Park and the charming
Tomato Pie Café across the street have also been painted
by F&M Painting.
One of the projects that has the most meaning for

F&M Painting is the Lititz Fire Company No. 1 on
West Main Street. For the past seven years, Brandon
MacCartney and his crew have worked at the Lititz Fire
Company when painting needs arise. They also did a
complete repaint in 2019. As Brandon notes, the Lititz
Fire Company’s volunteers give hours of time to serving
and helping in their community. Painting the fire hall is
his way of serving the community.
Giving back to the community and making homes

and businesses shine is what F&M Painting is all
about. No job is too big or too small, with interior and
exterior painting that is done with careful precision. It’s
not too early to arrange your warm-weather exterior
projects. Licensed and registered with Pennsylvania,
F&M Painting is certified in historic work. A member
of the Lancaster Chamber, they offer free estimates and
inspections. To find out more, call F&M Painting at
717-569-3680, or check the Facebook page or website at
www.fmpainting.com.

Give your home a fresh new perspective
for 2021 with F&M Painting.

Paint the New Year…
with F&M Painting

Free vehicle pick up and drop off

100 Crosswinds Dr., Lititz, PA 17543 • 717.384.9700
Full Range of Automobile Repair & Maintenance Services

taken an online wool felting 
class with renowned wool art-
ist Sarah Renzulli on the topic 
of dragons.

When she was finished, 
Cornelius had made a stunning 
dragon with magical wings, 
tiny dragon claws, curved 
horns, and bits of fairytale 
sparkle. She was enchanted.

“Everyone in the class 
was making traditional scary 
dragons, but I knew I wanted 
to make a friendly dragon. I 
started thinking that my drag-
on might be the hero of a chil-
dren’s book,” said Cornelius. 
“When I finished, I realized 
the only thing missing was a 
little boy to ride on its back.”

At that moment, Archie was 
born. The dragon had a little 
boy to set off on fantastic ad-
ventures. Cornelius quickly 
got to work, creating the be-
spectacled little Archie with 
fuzzy brown hair and a red tee-
shirt. Soon after, a menagerie 

of woodland creatures, such as 
a lion, owl, and raccoon, were 
created.

“Archie needed a little sis-
ter,” said Cornelius, who add-
ed sweet sister June with her 
soft blue dress and blue hair 
ribbon in her golden curls.

As Cornelius created her 
wool felted characters, there 
was one that held an extra spe-
cial place in her heart. It was 
Archie’s grandma, known as 
Oma, the German word for 
grandmother. As it happens, 
Cornelius’s own two grand-
children call her Oma.

Archie’s Oma doesn’t look 
like at all Cornelius, who is a 
young, vibrant 60+. Archie’s 
Oma is frail and elderly, with 
wild grey hair and deep wrin-
kles around her deep-set dark 
eyes. She wears a wooly blue 
shawl over her green dress and 
sits in a wooden chair.

Like Cornelius, Archie’s 
Oma makes wonderful wool 
felted creatures for her be-
loved grandchildren. As Cor-
nelius felted her own wooly 
characters, she began to spin a 

Cornelius
From page A1

tale of a little boy who angry 
and frustrated that he couldn’t 
celebrate his eighth birthday 
with a party.

“I was working on the book 
during the pandemic and I 
started to think I could build 
my story around all the chal-
lenges for children when they 
can’t be with their friends 
during this time,” said Cor-
nelius.

Her story weaves Archie’s 
sadness of no birthday party 
with friends together with the 
family’s concerns about keep-
ing the elderly Oma safe. He 
is miserable with homemade 
gifts from his grandma until 
he discovers the magic within 
her heartfelt gift of a winged 
dragon named Naga.

Cornelius then discovered 
Angel Orton of Angelhar-
efelting, a felt artist known 
for her fairytale woodland 
scenes. As soon as Orton saw 
the manuscript, she immedi-
ately envisioned the perfect 
setting with moss and trees 
and toadstools.

“I found out she lived in 

Michigan and was a COV-
ID-19 nurse. Angel inspired 
me to add nurse mice to the 
story. Her co-workers con-
tributed to the scenes, too,” 
said Cornelius. “This became 
a project that helped them 
through these trying times. 
It especially provided Angel 
with a distraction. It was dif-
ficult to go into work and face 
dying people on a regular ba-
sis.”

The forest photography 
was done by Jessica Butts, 
with page design and pro-
duction by Larry Albright of 
Albright Design Studio. “Ar-
chie’s Dragon” was printed 
by the Standard Group. Soon 
after, Cornelius began reading 
her book online to children at 
the school where her daughter 
teaches in Florida.

“The children are mesmer-
ized by Archie’s story,” said 
Cornelius, noting that “Ar-
chie’s Dragon” is her second 
children’s book.

It is the first that combines 
her love of story writing with 
wool felting. Cornelius first 

became interested in wool 
needle felting in 2018, shortly 
after her mother passed away. 
She discovered Sarafina Fiber 
Art, a needle felting supply 
business in Maryland. It was 
Sarafina’s class on dragons 
that inspired “Archie’s Drag-
on.”

“In 2020 we are discover-
ing things that may have been 
lying dormant in our minds 
for years. The child inside has 
been given a chance to come 
out and play,” said Cornelius, 
who resides in Lititz with her 
husband Earle, and three ter-
riers. She is the mother of two 
daughters, Kelly and Hilary.

“Archie’s Dragon” pa-
perback book is available at 
Heavenly Soaps & Scents at 
33 East Main Street, Lititz, 
and via Cornelius’s website at 
archiesdragon.com.

Laura Knowles is a free-
lance feature writer and regu-
lar contributor to the pages of 
the Lititz Record Express. She 
welcomes feedback and story 
tips at lknowleslrc@gmail.
com.

already a socially distanced 
Christmas drive-through event. 
Laurel Avenue Lights is also a 
fund-raiser, earning money to 
support the Lititz Fire Com-
pany.

“I am so impressed with how 
people line up to the end of our 
block to wait their turn to see 
the lights from the safety of 
their vehicle, while others keep 
in their own groups on the side-
walk keeping safe. We have 
had so many compliments this 
year with most people saying 
how they needed this event,” 
said Motz. “The generous giv-
ing to the fire department has 
exceeded our expectations. and 
that along with all the compli-
ments has definitely made all 
the hard work worth the effort.”

Laura Knowles is a freelance 
feature writer and regular con-
tributor to the pages of the 
Lititz Record Express. She wel-
comes feedback and story tips 
at lknowleslrc@gmail.com.
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